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From a l erein is Demon 
ſtrate the Contrariety of his Principles and Practices to 1 

the Scripture, our Covenants, Confeſſion of Faith, and — 


General Aſſ:mbly, upon the 29th. Day of September. 178. 4 


_— 2 * * 2 > 1 * FER 2 2 CY ; 4 = — i 
a . + - * "MF Ls . * bY "i k 8 5 N. 8 £ 1 : 2-4 = 
— . 5 8 Wes A 3 
1 P RE F A C EN 
1 | * . n 2 6 * 
171 . 2 +: 2 A = - l - ü c . Ix © 
Chriſtian Reader, 


Malignants, Jacobits, Prelatick Teachers, e eee Superſtition and 


£ diſmal Scene of our Miſery, we have had for along time among us, ue 
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5 6 3 8 . 
© of the moſt Scandalous, Pernicious, and moſt unaccountable Schiſms that 
© perhaps ever was known to any Age of the Church; a Schiſm carried on 
© by three weak Men, ſupported by a poor People, and both are equally 
© ignorant of the nature of Union with, and Separation from a Church, and 
© of what will juſtify the one or the other, they cann't ( in a 2 


with their Principles) hold Communion with any Church this Day on 


Earth: We Coafeſs to our Shame, there are many things wrong among 


© 8s, and that there are Errors in the Adminiſtration, againſt which we are, 
with the help of Grace, ſtill ſtruggling and contending; And we Re- 
© ſolve ever to plead againſt ſuch Corruptions: But no Man of common 
© Uuderſtanding will think this National Church ſhould be caſt off, and 
© that we ſhould ſeparate from her: We have a good Conftirution, we have 


© a Standard of Doctrine without Error ( Wetminfter Confeſſion of Faith )-, 


© which we own as the Confeſſion of Our Faith, We have Subſcribed it, 
and Preach the Doctrine therein contain'd: Our Worſhip is pure with- 
© ont Mens Additions; Our Diſcipline and Government (in their Conſtitu- 


tion) are aggreeable unto, founded on, and appointed in the word of 


© God, and there are no Sinful Terms of Communion impoſed. As we cann't 


Fm vs never ſhall*) juſtify the Meaſures ſome take, and for which 


© they ſhall Anſwer to God; So we will not deſpiſe the Duſt of Zion, 
© ( what of the Covenanted Work of Reformation is remaining among us) 
* we muſt favour that Duſt, and look on it as Precious, and Pray and 


© Wreſtle by the help of Grace, that our Ford would return to build his own 


© Houſe (for Men have not Courage to do it) and take a New Infeftment 
© thereof, bya Cloud of his Glory. There are a Set of faithful Miniſters 
©1n this Church, who are troubled for the many Offences that are given, 


and for laying ſo many Stambling-blocks before the Blind > And as they 
© Mourn for theſe things in Secret, ſo they give frequent Teſtimony againſt 


them: One thing I cann't forbear to mention, That hath given great 
© Offence both in England and here; The giving the Degree of a Dr. of Di 
« vinity to Mr. Calamy, a Man well known to be very unſound, parti- 
© cularly-in the great Article of Juſtification, and about the Government of 
© the Church; A Man who ſets up as an Advocate for Occaſional Conformity 


© with the Church of England: And who, when in Scotland, praftis'd with 


© thePrelgtickClergy(tho? contrary to their Inclivation) to qualify to the civilGovernment,telling thein, 


© they might Then Receive Favour, and Mr, Robert Hceming likewiſe, hath got 2 Patent ſem hiin to 
© be Maęiſter Artium, tho he hath publiſhed many Books cram'd withErrors, ſome whereof ſapp the 
* Foundations of Religion, and which were by General Councils Condemn'd as Hereſy : He 3!terts, 
© That the Souls of all Me Cliriſt's not excepted) ts, be 2 piece of Matter: faith likewiſe the Son of 
© God, had aSoul and body before his Incarnation, and that the Son of Mary aud the Son ot God are nor 
© onePerſoy,but two diſtintPertons whom he compareth to Adam and Eve, who tho United, were yer 
© twodiftin&t Perſons : Lord pluck up what thou didſt not Plant I ſhall conclude with telling you 
© of the Apprehenſions all the Godly ( Miniſters and People ) have of approaching Judgments, Provi- 
< dence ſeems big, and to belabouring with dreadſul Events: The Children may prove the Ruine of 
2, Perions, Families, if not of the Body of the Nation: Tis equally our Intereſt, Wiſdom, and Duty, 

to fly ro Chriſt, and take Sanctuary in that Bleſſed City of Retuge, where we tall be Secure, when 
© Sinners ihall be expos'd to all the Pireful Effe&ts of Gods moſtFiery Indignatiou, 


2 


5 . E Unity is the very Ligament, Strength and Bulwark of all Societies, 


ſo Diviſion weakens, and at length Ruins it > And this hath al- 


ways been the Maxim of theEnemies of Chriſt'sChurch Divide & 
| Impera, once Divide, and then Rule at pleaſure. Should I allow 
my ſelf or others to think, that to Ruine the Church of Scotland intirely, 
| is your great Scope and Deſign, you would certainly Charge me with want 
of Charity: And though I am ſufficiently perſwaded, the Methods you 
take, have a Natural Tendency that way, yet] ſhall rather conſtrain my ſelf 
to imapine that it is your Blind, Ungoyerned, and Precipitant Zeal, that 
prompts you to follow ſuch irregular and unaccountable Courſes ; But were 
your Zeal according to Knowledge, fure you would be capable to give clear, 
ſolid, and ingenuous Anſwers unto the following Queries, for the Defence 
and Vindication of your Practice. 0 | | 
Querie 1. How your preſent Diſorderly Practiſe agreeth with the firſt 
Paper you gave in to the Commiſſion of the Church fitting at Edinburgh, 
June 9th. 1704. In which you plainly, and in expreſs Terms ( Subſcribed 
with your hand) Declared it was. your Judgment, that the Sentences of a 
Church-Fudicatory ought to be Submitted unto, tho Unjuſt, and that Rearejs is 
to be craved and expetted from — Fudicatories. Sir, This always hatin 
been the Sentiment of Orthodox Divines, and ſeemed then to have been 
yours, eſe you have greatly jugled with the Church of Chrift - Yea, Iam 


apt to believe, without breach of Charity, that therein you have jugled . 


both with God and Man : For I remember, a certain Perſon once urging 
you with that Queſtion, your Anſwer was, I one thing what a Man does 
out of Conſcience, and another what he does for the ſake of Peace: But as the ſame 
. Perſon then told you, you have Counter: acted and Contradicted your Con- 
fcience for Peace, which is noways agreeable to the Goſpel-Rules: If 
you now ſay (to fave your ſelf from being Branded with Hypocritical Deal- 
ing) it was then your Opinion. Then would ask you. 


2. What Arguments have induced you to alter your Judgment, and to | 


go croſs to the Judgment of all Orthodox Divines, if you have found out 
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3 3 1 
any, produce them; We are Men of Judgment, and I hope of Conſcience, 
as well as you. I have heard of one Argument you have ſometimes uſed, 
That the Remonſtrators when Depoſed continued to Preach as you do; But you 
don't conſider the vaſt Difference of the Caſe of the Church then and now; 
At that time both Miniſters and Profeſſors were ſadly Rent, and there may 
be many things done in the time of a beaken State of à Church, which 
cannot, nor ought not to be born with in a time when a Church is well 
Conſtitute. Moreover, even then there were not wanting particular Judi- , 
catories of this Church, who Adopted the Intereſt and honeſt Cauſe of the 
Proteſters, and did openly Reclaim and Declare gainſt the Validity of the un- 
juſt Sentences carried by an Over-ruling Party in the Judicatories; But no 
ſuch thing is to be found in your Caſe, the Church being now rightly Con- 
ſtitute, and the Sentences againſt you being Nemine Contradicente in all the 
| ame mop from the Presbytery to the allembly incluſive, and no Rent to 
be found in any Courts of this Church. | 8 

Quer: 3. If the Commiſſion of the Kirk, according to your deſire (in 
your Paper given in to them June gth. 1704) had Reponed you to the Ex- 
erciſe of the Miniſtry at Balmagie, it you would really in that Caſe, have 
thought it yourDuty to have ſeparate from this Church, and to have acted fo 
irregularly, and to have run to all theſe Extravagancies. 
Quer: 4. Is not your Sin highly aggravated by Counter - acting theSentence 

of the Presbytery of Kilcudbright, after the ſame was ratified by the Com- 
miſſion: The Reaſon of this Inquery is, becauſe in the ſecond Paper which 
you gave in to the Commiſſion, you have theſe Expreſſions. J Ar. J. M. 
humbly acknowledge my great Sin, in Deſerting the Presbytery of Kilcubright; 
As alſo my Sin in Declining the ſaid Presbytery, theſe being very contrary to my 
Ordination-Engagements. And ] do fincerely profeſs my hearty Sorrow for theſe 
Sins. Nevertheleſs, within a little you practically, declared you thought it 
was no Sin to Counter-a& the ſaid Sentence, tho” ratified by the Commiſ- 
fon, Pray, what ſudden Dart of Light was this, which made you lo ſpeedi- 
ly alter your Judgment? I wiſh you would produce it to the World 


by 


for the Vindication of this your haſty Change. 
Quer. 5. What Conſcience have you made of the. performance of that 
Solemn Promiſe ip the foreſaid Paper, that in the ſtrength of God, you 
would live more orderly and in Subjection to theJudicatories of this Church, 
and would uſe your outmoſt Endeavours to mantain Unity, Concord, and 
Peace therein. Pray, were you then Ingenuous, or ſhall I tnink you ated 
ſo unchriſtianly, as publickly to Promiſe. in the ſtrength of God, what 
vou was never reſolved to perform? Or do you now think it was really a 
Sin for you to Promiſe to maintain Unity, Concord, and Peace in this 
Church; If theſe be your Thoughts, then ſure I am, you are no Covenan- 
ter. beiag bound to Unity in our Covenants, but more of this afterwards. 
Over: 6. Did you not once own the Churches Authority? And if yg, 
did ("which I ſuppoſe you cannot deny)? 1. Were you not according to 
| | your 


— 
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your Principle) Guilty in concurring with all the Defections you Charge ON 2 


this Church? 2. I would ask you what ſtep of Defection has the Church of 
Chriſt in this Land, been Guilty of betwixt that time you firſt owned her Au- 
thority, and the time of your caſting it off? Sure, you cannot alledge the 
nion, Abjuration, &c. Your unwarrantable Separation being long before 
any of theſe took place. We UöVtn | 

Quer. 7. If you can produce one Scripture in all the Bible that will ſuf⸗ 
ficiently prove, that all theſe Grievances which you alledge to be in this 
Church, are a ſufficient Ground of Separation from Her, as ndwConſtitate, 
or that they would be ſufficient Grounds of Separating from any Reformed 
Church in the World. ESE 5 Fo 

Quer: 8. If you be really perſwaded in your Conſcience, that the Me- 
thod and Way you take, and what Advance you have made that way, 
is the true and proper Method to get theſe Grievances removed. - 
ver:9, What kind of Call have you to Preach the Goſpel ? Is it Ordi- 

- nary, or Extraordinary ! If the firſt, then Define what an ordinary Call 

is, and the World ſhall judge if you have any ſuch Call; If you fay it is 
Extraordinary, then you mult produce Authentick Credentials thereof, elſe 
none have reaſon to believe you; and if they do, their Faith is as Extra- 
ordinary as yuur Call. 5 | 
Quer. 10. Notwithſtanding of the great Noiſe you make about our Cove- 
nants, have you ever preached up their Obligation? Have you gone 
through every Article of them, and proven them to be Moral Duties? I 
appeal to your ordinary Hearers, if ever they heard you do this; Nay, tis 


Evident, you cannot do it, becauſe hereby you ſhall diſcover your Prin- 


ciples to be contrary to ſome of theſe Articles. 
Quer. 11. If the Covenants were renewed and Sworn by all Ranks, except 
the Supreme Magiſtrate ; if in that Caſe you could take and Subſcribe theſe 


Covenants, as they now ſtand, Tam-afraid you would not know what to do, 


with Reference to the laſt Article ef the zd Section of the Solemn League. 
uer. 12. Was there ever in Scotland Magiſtracy you could have owned 
and ſubmitted your ſelf unto ? I think I foreſee your Anſwer (if you have 
a better give it ) viz. That you could have ſubmitted your ſelf for a little time 
to K. Ja. 6th. when he took the National Cavenant, and a very little time to 
K. Ch. 2d. But I ſhall think it ſtrange, if you imagine the Spirit of God 
in his word, hath been at ſo much Pains to preſs on all Chriſtians Subjection 
to Civil Magiſtrates lawfully inveſted, and yet that theſe Directions have 
never been diane pond upon the Church of Scotland but for a little time. 
Pray, Sir, Satisfy yeur own Conſcience, with reſpect to this, if you can. 
Ouer: 13. What Conſcience make you of obſerving that -Article of our 
Solemn League and Covenant, in which we do Oblige our ſelves to Guard 


againſt, Dividing the King from his People, or his People from him? Pray, 


is not this your Study to alienate the Hearts of the People from our preſent 
Queen, the Supreme Magiſtrate, whom God hath Honoured in a ſignal 


manner, 


— 


. ſent Minifters; As is evident from your making a certain Perſon give pub- 


” a 
3 „* 


manner, ſince her Acceſſion to the Throne, and under whoſe Government 

we may live a quiet and peaceable Life in all Gedlinefs and Honeſty. . 
ver: 14. How your Practice agreeth with your Principles? Your 

Opinion being, that it is a Sin for Men to be Married with any of the pre- 


lick Satisfaction at Crawford Fobn, for his being Married by one of the Mi- 
niſters of this Church, and yet though you have been Guilty this ſame way, 
no N Satisfaction hath been made by you for this your Crime: is 
Joo 1575 Partiality in the exerciſe of your Church Diſcipline and fondneſs 
on a Wife. 5 „ | 
Quer. 1 8 If it be agreeable to the Spirit of the Goſpel for you to take 
an Oath of any who enters into your Society, that they ſhall never again 
hear the prefent Miniſters, with ſuch a Dreadful Certification (as I am 
credibly informed) as is not meet ſo much as to be mentioned 8 Chri- 
ſtians; And therefore, from the favour I bear to Religion, and from 7 
Principle of Tenderneſs, I forbear to mention or make known to the World 
that horrid Threatning which is ſaid to be annexed as the Penalty of the 
Breach of that Cruel and unhallowed Oath. Pray, Sir, What if God ſhould 
make æ more than ordinary Power concur with the Diſpenſation of his 
Goſpel in the hands of his ſent Ambaſſadors in the preſent eſtabliſhed Mini- 
ſtry (hom your People are Sworn with Certification, &c. to Reject) 
muſt ſuch (by reaſon of their Oath ) not be allowed to be ſharers of this 
Grace of the Goſpel; Or, will you ſpeedily Execute your Dreadful Certi- 
fication * them, if they ſnould? If no ſuch Oath hath been taken, or 
Tendered to any who have offered to enter into your Society, be pleaſed 
without Equivocation, to declare ſo much in plain Terms to the World. 


1 
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REMARKS onthe Printed Proteſtation, Declinature, 

and Appeal, compared with the Written one, Subſcribed 
both by Mrs. Mackmillan and Macknilly, incloſed in 
a Line to Nicol Spence, and preſented by bim to the 
Commiſſion of the late Aſſembly, September 29th. 
1708. Fa 


| [I the General, 1 Remark, That you would gladly have People believe, 


that the Sentences of the Church of Scotland againſt you, are upon the 
Account of your adhering to the Cavenanted Work of Reformation, and 
teſtifying againſt the Sins of the Time. I dare appeal to your own Con- 
ſcience, God's Deputy in the immortal Sodl, if you really think this to by 
| | | tne 


3 n . 

the Reaſon why the Church proceeds againſt you, and declares you to be 
none of her Communion : 1 am almoſt ſure your Conſcience, unleſs Cau- 
& terized, dictats other 3 to you, but this is the ordinary Practice of all 
Schiſmaticks by good Wor s and fair Speeches to deceive the Hearts of the 
Simple, Ram: 16. 17; 18. verſes, which Portion of Scripture I earneſtly re- 
.commend to your ſerious Conſideration. Pray, What Society in the 
World would be ſo Mad as to declare a Perſon to be none of their Com- 
munion, meerly becauſe he owned and maintained their own Principles; 
this behoved indeed to bea Society of Bedlamites, and not of Men endued 
with the exerciſe of Reaſon : Did you find any ſuch thing in the Libel ſent 
to you by the Commiſſion? Was this one of the Articles of it, or for which 
you was Depoſed at firſt ? That you adhered unto a Covenanted Work of Re- 
formation, that you Groantd under Grievances, and wiſhed them to be removed ? 
Or was you Libelled for any Practice or Principle that was ever owned by 
the Church of Scotland? You had done more juſtly, if when you Printed 
your Declinature, you had Printed a true Copy thereof, as given in and 
Subſcribed with your Hands to the Commiſlion, and therewith alſo had 
Printed your Libel, that the World might have had a clear and trueAccount 
of the Matter of Fact But who can blame you for endeavouring to cover 
your own Nakedneſs, if you had done it in a regular way, and not have 
taken the Principles of the Church of Scotland, as a Cover to your other 
Antifcriptural and Anticovenanted Principles: It is upon this very account 
(together with your irregular Practices, as the Act it ſelf particularly 
declares) that the Church of Sotland have declared you to be none of her 
Communion, whatever Orthodox Principles you profeſs to maintain and 
own; they can no more be called Mc Agillanean Principles, than ſome Ortho- 
dox Principles owned by Papiſts can be called Popery. As for the Princi- 
ples of the Church of Scotland, neither you nor your party need be ignorant 
of them, are they not plainly ſet down in our Confeſſion of Faith and 
Catechiſms, Larger and Shorter ? All which are plainly proven from the 
Word of God, but where to find your Principles in Scripture, or in our 
Confeſſion of Faith, I am intirely at a leſs. 

The true Reaſon then, why the Church of Scotland declared you to be 
none of her Communion, is not only becauſe of your irregular Courſes, but 
becauſe you maintain theſe two Antiſcriptural and Anticovenanted 
Principles, viz. Firſt, Becauſe you deny the Civil Magiſtrates Authority. 
2. Becauſe yon deny the Eccleſiaſtick Authority. Now, Mr. Mackmillan, 
| theſe are your Principles, and they differ vaſtly from the Princi- 
ciples of this Church; Here therefore, I will take occaſion to Ex- 
amine them. With reſpe& then- to the firſt, your denying of 
the Civil Authority, I find this Principle down right contrary. 1. To the 
Scripture. 2. To our Confeſſion of Faith. 3. To onr Covenants. And 
Laſtly,To the Practice of Chriſt and the Primitive Chriſtians. 

- Firſt then, This your Principle is contrary to the Word of God. Pray, 
Sir, Don't you find the Spirit of God preſſing much in his Word the Duty 


of 
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ef Subjection to Civil Magiſt rates, and the acknowledgment of their Authori- 


ty in Rom. 13. chap. 1. verſ. to the 8th. you may notice both the Strict 


» 


nels and Univerſality of the Charge, and (what is mainly Material to ob- 
ſetve / that this Charge was given the Romans when Nero was their Empe- / 
ror, who was not only a Heathen Magiſtrate, but the firſt and moſt Vio 


lent Perſecutor of the Chriſtians, a Man ſo prodigiouſly Brutiſh and- Ty- 


ranical, that the World ſcarce brought forth ſuch an other Monſter. See f 


alſo Titus z. I. and 1 Pet: 2. 13. 


2aly, This your Principle is contrar to the Confeſſion of Faith, Conſult 


the 22. Chap. Sect. 4. and there you'll find we aſſert, That it is 


the Duty of the People to pray for 8 raters to Honour their Perſons, to pay | 
n ſub⸗ 


them Tribute and other Dues, to © er lamful Commands, and to be 
je to their Authority for Conſcience ſake, and that Infidelity or Difference in 
Religion doth not make void the Magiſtrates juſt, and legal Authority, nor free 


the People from their due Obedience. I know (from a Conference one had 
with your Brother Mr. 7fackmily) that you may not appear to fly in the 
pture and of our Covenants, you have theſe things to offer 


Face both of Scri 
upon this head. 


r. You tell that you own Magiſtracy in the Abſtract, but deny it in the 
Concrete. But, Sir, (if you have any Philoſophy )this is to own an Accident 


Subſiſting without a Subject, Magiſtracy, being an Accident, muſt 
needs inhere in ſome one Sübject or another, fo that if you own it 
in the Abſtract, you muſt alſo own it in the Concrete, that is to ſay, 


you muſt own the Authority of that Perſon in whom that Magiſtracy is 


lodged; If you fay there is nothing like Magiſtracy, in the Abſtra& to be 
found, at leaſt in ourNation,then you muſt affirm we are ina ſtate ofabſolute 
Ararchy,or reduced to the firſt ſtate of Nature, if you ſay there is you muſt 
allign who that Perſon among us is, in whom that-AbſtratForm of Magiſtra- 
cy and Power is to be found. But, * 5 | 

2. You tell the World that that part of our Confeſſion of Faith was much. 
debated amongſt the Weſtminſter Divines themſelves; I Anſwer, And why 
not, and ſo was every Article Debated, or duely Conſidered, as well as that. 


35 not agreeable or conform to the Wordiof God : But to paſs this, be pleaſ- 
ed your ſelf impartially to ponder the Scriptures adduced for Probation of 


this Article, and if you can, Convince then the World that they are not 


Probative. ; 


3. You arepleaſed to tell, that our Fore-fathers im the latter times of 


Perſecution, denyed the Civil Magiſtrates Authority particularly, they 
would not pay Cels; And that you by your Principle and Practice approve 


* 
- 
» 


T hope no thinking Man will ſay, becauſe a Point is Debated, therefore it 


of what they did before you. Anſwer 1. I deny that ever they diſowned 


the Civil Magiſtrates Authority, but only the abuſe of it; Yea, though 
they had, yet the Caſe fs now quite altered, in regard the Exerciſe then 
of the Magiſtrates Authority was abſolutely Tyranical. But 2.: As to their 
deny ing to pay Cels, the Reaſon of their doing ſo was, becauſe the Narra- 

— | : | 5 tive 


Honour and Obedience to Princes and Potentates. 
4. che 25. pag. 13 2. Tertulian alſo, who flouriſhed in the year of our Lord 
198. tells us in his Apulogy, Ch: g. page 31. ( which Apology he wrote u- 
pon the account of the dreadf 2 

the Emperor Severus) That it was a ſolemn part of the Churches Service 
in his time, to pray for the Happineſs and Proſperity of the Princes under 


the Commands of God | 
70 expoſe to the view of all, there * find we axe enjoyn'd to pre; Few a 


- 3 © „ 
* "4 
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tive ei the Ad impoling it, did declare the Deſign of it, was to bear down 
the Rendiſvouzes N cbeinde ede Tice be, eſs gave to the Publick Meet 
ings of the People of God for Worſhip, but no ſuch Narrative is to be four 
in any Act impoſing Tribute, and ne fuch way is it applyed. | 
Thirdly, This Principle of yours, is contrary to our Covenants: In the 3. 
_ geftion of the Selemn League, you will find, that this Principle of yours, 
downright flees in the Face of that Article, and Contradicts it, Do not 
you there find we are bound to Preſerve and Defend the Civil Magiſtrates - 
Authority, and yet by your Principles you Gay, we are not; So that by 


your Principles (notwithſtanding of the Buzel you make about our Cove- 
1/nants.) you 


plainly Contradiet them, look at Eccl. 8.2. I counſel the to 
the King's Commandment, and that in regard of the Oath of God. | 


- Suarchly, This your Principle js contrary both to the Praftiſe of Chrif 
and Primitive Chriſtians z Take but a little view of the Pratiſe-ol 


Chriſt 
'himſelf, when Tribute was demanded of him, tho he was the Son of God, 


he refuſed not to pay it unto Ceſar, tho'it put him to the Charge and Ex- 
| poſes Miracle, Mat: 22, 21. & 17. 24. to the cloſe. Next conſider 
- But | 


A little the Eractiſe of the Primitive Chriſtians, and you'll find them 


- moſt Examplary in their Obedienceunto the Powers and Magiſtrates under 
- which they lived, Honauring their Perſons, 


r:Perf Revering, their Power, pay- 
ing them Tribute, obeying their juſt and righteous Laws; | But.poflibly 
2 very well ſeen in Antiquity as to know the Principles or 
Practice of the Primitive Chriſtians, ' and therefore I ſhall give you a little, 
and but a little hint of this Matter, Policarp, who flouriſh'd in the year 


_ ofChriſt 130, in whoſe Days Adrian was Emperor, and who ſo perſecuted 


the Chriſtians, that ſome: have accounted the Perſecution in his Days te 


have been the fourth General Perſecution; yet the fame Polycary a little be- 
fore his r yang to the Chriſtians at Philippi, earneſtly Ex- 


horting them all to obey their Rulers, Euſeb. Hift. lib. 3. chdp. 36. pag. 108. 


And when he ſtood before the Pro-council, he told him, that this was one 


great Law of Chriſtianity that we are Commanded by God, to give all due 
%e alſo Euſeb: Hiſt. lib. 


ul Perſecution raiſed againſt the Chriſtians by 


whom they lived; His Words are, We pray for the Emperors, for the 


- © Grandees, and Miniſters of State, for the Proſperity of the Age, for the 
- © quietneſs of Affairs, for the Continuation of their Lives and Government 
that God would give them a long Life, a ſecure Reign, an undiſturbe 

- © Houſe, and powerful Armies: And in the ſame Page he adds, They that 


© think we are not Solicitous about the ſafety of Princes, lèt them look inte 
Recorded in cur Scriptures, which we freely 


\ 


6 


8 
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the Happineſs of our Enemies and Perſecuters· Hear alſo What, Fuftine 
Aartyr ſays in his ſecond Apology, page 64. ( which- he wrote upon the 


account of the Fourth General Per 


ecution raiſed againſt the Chriſtians by . 


the Emperor Antoninus Philoſophus ) * For your Taxes and Tributes ( fays 
© he) we are above all other Men, every where ready to bring them to 


© your Collectors and Õcers, being Taught ſo to do by our Great Maſter, 


© who bade theſe who 1 the Queſtion, whether they might pay Tri- 


bute to Cæſar, to giv 


to C2/a; the things which are Cæſar s, and unto 


God the things Which are Gods. | 4 1 
Now, Sir, 1 have all along made an impartial Search after this your 
Principle of denying the We ah 8 the account of Differences in 


Religion. In the word of God I cannot find it ; In our Confeſſion of Faith 


it is not to be ſeen; In our Covenants it canpot be had neither can Tn 
the Priſuitive Chriſtians ever Dreãmed upon ſuch a. Principle; yet poſ- 
ſibly elſe where I may find you out, and therefore am obliged to Travel 


- Cardinals, and if I make it Evident to all jadicious People, ſurely none have 
Reaſon to blame me; After a little Enquiry, then I find you giving your 


* 
. 


* 


in plain terms aſſerts, That if a King be an Heretick, or an Infide 


- think] have Miſrepreſented t 


alittle further. Will you neceſſitate me to go to Rome to fee if I can find 
you there, I know this will be a little Surpriſing to ſome . poor Ma®Mean- 
ing People; yet if I really find you There ſitting and Voting th thePop * 


Suffrage and Vote with Cardinal Bellarmine, let all Men judge whether this 
be true, or not, his Principle, with reſpect to this Head, is to be ſeen in 
Bellarmine, de Pontif: Rom. lib. F. cap. 6. coll: 891. where 1 and 

5 I and ſeeks 
to dra his Dowinians into his Sect, it's not only Lawfn!, but Neceſſary 
to deprive him of his Kingdom - I have given yon his Sentiments in En- 
glim, becauſe few of your Followers underſtand the Latine Togne. If you 
e Cardinal, pleaſe fearch him; and if T have 


done ſo, proclame my Error unto the World; I need not here ſtand to ex- 


plain the Cardinals Meaning, his Words are plain, hor need J Evidence to 
the Jndicious ( who know your Principle) that yours is one with his: But 
l moſt do you this Juſtice, to tell, that by the Word Heretick, the Cardi- 


nal means Proteſtants, and-I ſuppoſe you incline thereby to underftand e- 


very Prince or Sovereign that doth not with you in every Jot mantain the 


World jud 3, 


to be nonceo 


Ame Principles; yet all the Difference lyes only in the Meaning of the 

Word, and not in the thing it ſelf. And now, upon the whole, let the 
whether the Church of Scotland had Reaſon to declare you 

er Comwunion. And fo much with reſpe& to your firſt 


Principle of deny ing the Civil Magiſtrates Authority... 


| Now follows your Second Erronious Principle, vi. Your dying the 
2 


Eccleſiaftick Authority > Upon which account alſo the Church declares 


| Fours is contraxy, both to — 5 14 and our Covenants. 5 


you to be none of her Communion, and with reſpect to this Principle of 
vous, I think it will be no hard Task for me to prove that Principle of 


2 Firft, 


1 
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fee that yeu diſown not that Divine 8 Precept. 
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Fri, That it is Antiſcriptural, ſee Mat. 16. 19. and anſwerable to this, 


conſider. the Divine poſitive Command, Heb: 13. 17. Obey. them that have 
the Rule over yur, and ſubmit your ſelves, which certainly looks as well to 
the Authority of Diſcipline C Which"requireth Submiſſion ) as to the Obe- 
dience that ought to be given to the Word in DoWine, For this Cauſz 
Officers are deligned both here and elſe where Rulers : If you think your 
Practice and Principle do not CoantradiR theſe Scriptures, pray Sir, will 

ou give us an Account of the Gloſs you will put upon them, and let all Men 


” 


- 24ly. To prove that this Principle of yours is Anticotenanted, I -haye 


no more to do, bur to refer you to the firſt Article of the Solemn League, 
the Words are 


| That we ſhall fineerly, really, and conſtantly, through 
the Grace of GOD endeavour in our ſeveral Places and Callings, the 
© Preſervation of the Proteſtant Refortned Religion in the Church of Scot -. 
land in Doctrine; Worſhip, Diſcipline, and Government: And in the 
National Covenant we Promiſe and Swear by the great Name of the Lord 


© our GOD, that we ſhall continue in the Obedience of the Doctrine and | 


© Diſcipline of this Kirk, and ſhall Defend the fame according to our Voca- 
< tion and Power, all the Days. of our Lives, under the Pains contained in 
< the Law of God, and Danger of Body and Soul in the Day of God's fearfui 


Judgment. Pray, Sir, what is to be Underſtood by the Church Diſcipline, 


what is the — of that, when we Swear to contiuue in the Obedience 
of the Diſcipline ef this Kirk? _ Is it not, that we ſhonld ſubmit our ſelves 


to Eccleſtaftical Cenſures? Now, how Faithfully, er rather Unfaithfully, is 
this Article of our Covenant, obſerved by you, let the World judge and ſee? 


1 concluds this Anticovenanted Principle of yours, with the laſt Words of 
the Learned Mr. Durham on Revelation, Chap. 24, Leck: z. in his Diſcourſe 


concerning Church-Government and Diſcipline, his Words are, © A time 
_ © of Reckoning will come, when this Exerciſe of Diſcipline and 8 


; ubmiſſion 

< thereto, according to MensPlaces and Engagements, will not be found 

© {o indiff S 1 | 

"© poſe will not be admitted when the Lord will declare that he hath ratified 
© in Heaven, what according to his Will hath been pronounced in this Ordi- 


< nance of Diſcipline upon Earth: So that by what I have faid on this Gene 


ral Obſerve, I think all good Men may be ſufficiently convinc'd that it's 


- upon the Account of no honeſt Principle you maintain that the Church hatla 


declar'd you to be none of her Communion. | 5 
come now to pals ſome more particular Remarks upon the Printed Pro- 
_ reftation, Declinature and Appeal, compared with the Authentick written 
and ſubſcribed one. | „ 2 
1 Remark, Page 1. Line 1. I find you term your ſelf preſent Miniſter of 
the Goſpel at Bal magie. Ouer: 1. By vertue of what Authority were you a 


Muiniſter of the Goſpel ? By that fame Authority vouare Depos'd,and "oth. 


Relation to Balmagie difloly'd ?*But if you give a Jolid Anſwer to the 


Querie 


erent as it is eſteem'd by many, and Diſputes of this kind we ſup- 
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but there is- 
much Ground to think this may be wltrs poſſe. yoo : BY | 
2. Since you own your ſelf preſent Mini frat Bangs how. can g 
have clearneſs in you Conſcience to leave that People ſo frequently as y 
And by vertue of wh Power do yoti uſurp the Charges, and Moleſt the | 
Congregations of other Miniſters, your Practice claims the Title of Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel-of Scotland, or rather Univerſal Prelate ef that Land. 
zparticular Remar page 1. Vou ſay, you are odiouſſy and invidioufly(eſpeci- 
ally by Miniſters ) reprefented to the World as Schi maticks, Seperatiſts, and 
Teachers of Unſound and Diviſive Doctrine; And in your Poitſeript you . 
ſay, theſe Epithets are odious to you. But, Sir, were ever theſe E itbecg 
pleaſant to the greateſt Schiſmaticks that e'er were in the World, the. 
Areateſt of them never loved to be accounted ſo: But Þ hope the Church. 
may be allowed ( tho' not by you) to call you what really you are, and by 
your true Name. As to yobr. teaching of unſound Doctrine, it may be eaſy 
ly judged, whether ] have not Inſliciently proven this from what is. above- 
= narrated. As to the fearful 1 ima tieks and Seperatiſts, wheres 
1 with you and your Pafty are Branded, and which are fo odzous to you, let 
= all good Men judge whether you may juſtly called-l9 : The Dchinicion af 
h | . Schiſme, is a ſeparating from the Unity and Communion df a True Church, 
_ = FP whether more or leſs pure, if it be a true Church If yon doubt this Defi- 
N — * that it is the Definition the Learned Mr. Durbame gave of it 
1 Now, Sir, De you own the Church of Scotland to be a true Church? 
; Whether you own it or not, I think it will be denyed by no Proteſtant. 
Ni- - Do not you ſeparate from the Unity of this Chirch, its evident ta the World 
* - _- you do not join in Communion with the,Conſtizute. Church of Srarland 7 
* Whether then had the Church Reaſon or not to Term you and your Party 


3 5 wa 8 
Querie before propofed, you gl ſatisfy your {elf as to that, 


5 Schiſmaticks? But flill this Epithet is odious to N t 8 8 yau .. 
Þ tell the People you do not ſeparate, ( toſpeak ſtrictiy) from the Conſti- | 
. tute Church of Scotland; what you do, is rather a Seceſſion: But hereby 

you bewray your Ignorance, and it appears you know not what a Sece(ſ- 

1 Lon is, therefore take the ſame Definition of it which Mr. I e hasin 

5 | the forecited place, It is ſaid He, withant refuſing Communion, locally 
© toremove upon ſome urgent or lawful Occaſion, Spiritual or Temporal, to 

i © an other or better Conſtitute Church. So that in a Word, Seceſſion ies 

. a local Removal from one Church to another Conſtitute Church. Now, Sir, 


hows gz bay =, £4. 53 wi we. c 8 


F Is this your Practice? Surely no, for you refuſe. Communion with the 

. Conſtitute Church of Scattana, and you have not removed to another, or - 

! better Conſtitute Church; ſo that what you do cannot at alk be ſaid to be a 

5 | Seceſſion, but an actual and pore Separation, and therefore juſtly are 

l you and your Party Termed-Schiſmaticks. As for the other odious Epithey . 
„ of being Separatiſts, I have no more to do, Lt only to. idok to an Ex- 
113 preſſion in the firſt Page of your Proteſtation, and there I find you ande = 


* | 
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the Charge as 04ious 28 it is; you ay you was once embodied with the 


| Miniſters while there remained any hope of having Grievances Redreſſed. 


What is it to be embodied. ? Is it not to be in Union and Communion ? 


Will you plainly own you were once Imbodied, Which fays, you arg not ſq 


now# What is it to be ngtembolied ? Is it not to be ſeparated from-th& 
ame henc> called Schiſm in the Body, there is therefore nothing more plain, 
than that you acknowledge you have ſeparated your ſelf from the Miniſters 
of this Church, bat yet you muſt noi be called Seperatiſts, it's too odions 
an Eplthet, it is an unaccountable Aﬀperfion, as you call irt. 3 
III. Particular Mark, I diſcover yoor Printed Proteſtation not to bea 


= 


Aſfembly, we have the Confidence I had almoſt id the Tmpllonee) I 
to aſſert, thot the Matter of your Printed one was incloſed in a Line to V+ 


plainly notifies your great Diſſimulatfon, to ſay no. worſe. It's true; 8 


the laſt Paragraph of your Proteftation, pag. 6..you crave Liberty to. 
extend and enlarge tte your Proteſtation, Doclinature and Appeal, as need - 


requires: But I hope you did not crave Liberty to Reſile from any of it, 


or to take any thing out of it, whith 1 find you have really done, and 2 


very Magerial Point indeed it is, your written Proteſtatiom ſubſcribed with 


your own Hands, runs thus, © And as to our Judgment anent the Ceſs, 
© we reckon it Duty in the People of God, to withdraw all Support, Suc- 
© cour, and Aſſiſtance that may Contribute to the Strengthning the Man 
© of Sin, or any of the Adverlariesof Truth, as the Word of God inftrutts 
us, or yet to ſupport thefe who are for eſtabliſhing the Kingdom of Sitan 


1 


© and bringing down 2 Son of God in this Nation. Devotes 


tothe Lord by Covenant, in C Niet which the preſent Powers are 
Engaged. Now, there i mot one Jot of this laſt Clank, Viz. (in Op- 
Pition unto which the preſent Powers are Engaged ) in your printed Proteſta- 
tion, as may be ſeen from pag. 2. 3d. line and downwards: But it 
feems Conſcience hath ſmitten you for this Clauſe, or the fear 


of Man hath made you keep it out of your Printed Paper. And, Sir, If 


this be your Opinion, why are you afraid to tell ſo much, this looks not 


like a faithful Miniſter of the Goſpel,as you account your ſelf to be; nor, fiks. . 


the only Miniſter, but this muſt neceſſarly be reckoned a ſufficient 
Document of your Diſſimulation, which is but a bad Tool for. advancing 
Religion and Refermation : I might alſo here take notice of the Altera- 


tion you make in your Printed Declinature, as to your detractive way of 
eſent QUEEN, whom you term in your Genuine Paper, 


2 of the pr rm Genu 
our 0 u eir Queen, I know not which of them, there being only 
¶ Their) which muſt expreſs one of the two: But in your Corrupted 


Printed Copy, it is the preſent Ozeer. I think the Alteration makes but 


a very ſmall Amends to Her Majeſty ;, and I could heartily wiſh, you would 


learn to pay ſome more Deßerence to ſuch a Honoured Sovereign as our 


2 


enuine Pouble of what you fent in t& the Commiſſion of rhe late General 


10 Spence, and by him deliver'd to the Commiſſion, Sh 29., 1208, which . 


* 
— * 
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as the Confeſion of Faith, | 
from theſe, is already held forth to a Demonſtration. 


< with Freedom in our Conſcience, compear before their. "Y 
< 'white theſe Defections are not acknowledged and removed; fo e muſt, 


« ſolong decline them, and hereby do decline them as unfaithful Judges, in 
<ſach Matters. As for our Grievanees, we acknowledge we do not want 


_ © tifications, Sentences, Cenſures, &c. that have heen or ſhall be made, or 
given out by them, and proteſt that the ſame may be made void and null, 


no ſolid Proteſtant, or good Chriſtian acquainted with them, will aſſert 
the Church ot 
yer razygare nor to be reputed as binding upon you: By this Proteſtation 


Her Act never ſo honeſt! 
Subject to her Authority. 


. 4 


- 
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Queen is, I muſt call Her ours, as gy en inHerDominiohs Will,though 
du and the Jacobites difown Her to 
Differences betwixt the Genuine and Corru 


ther Time nor Room for, and which poſlibly ſome. others may afterward 
tire in J 


yours. Ther he ſeveral other 
ted Copy, which I-have.nei- - 


IV. Remark pag. 24. line. 13. You declare it your hearty Deſire to adhere, 
to the written Word of God, and to what ever is founded thereupon, ſuch. , 
Covenants, &c. But how far you haye erred _ 
, 5 W ed NS „ if "> 2% I 
'P Remark pag. F. Iine t. and downward, You ſay, Sein we, cannot , 
udica tor ies, 


e deſire to be very ſenſible of our Grievances, and are daily labourin gto 


get them removed, and ( bleſſed be God, )not without Succeſs, as is eyident 


125 nor can we expect to want Grievances ſo long as we are Militant. 


rom the ſatisfying return the Aſſemblys Commiſſioners to Hor Majeſty 
Haxe lately made; And what an unreaſonable thing is it to decline the 


* Miniſters as unfaithfal Judges, - becauſe of their Grievances ? ls not this to 
add Aﬀiition to the Afflicted? And, Sir, I muſt tell you in plain Terms, 
you decline the Authority of the pureſt and beſt Conſtitute Church in the 


World,. and ſoconſequently you muſt 'be of Opinion, that no Church in 
the World hath Authority, and that all Miniſters of the Goſpel through- 
out the World are unfaithful Judges; Or, be pleaſed to tell where a better 
Couſtitute Church is. . „ ir 

VI. Remark; bes. 5. line 25. and downward ygu have a dreadful Satanical 
Proteftation, the words are, We further Proteſt and teſtify againſt what 
t ever they may conclude or determine in their Eccleſiaſtical Courts by Ra- 


and not interpreted as binding to us: Pray, Sir, Have the Church of 
Scotland made no good Ats at all, ſince the late happy Revolution ? I think 


Aae 
yet by this your Proteſtation, theſe Acts muſt not be interpreted as binding 
upon you; yea, Sir, by this Proteſtation of yours, you declare, That tho 
Scotland ſhould make never ſo many good Acts; yea, though 
all theſe good Acts mentioned in your Poſtſcript, ſhould be made by them, 


of yours, the World may eaſily decern, that it is not upon the account of 

any bad Conduct in the Church of Scotland, you :2parate from her, for let 

ſtly and 7caloufly, by this you declare you. will never 

VII. Remark, pag. 5. Near the cloſe, you fay, you deteſt and ab- 
hore that Principle of caſting off the Miniſtry, wherewith you hays." 
| | | an 
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and Malitiouſly.Reproached ; Is not chr sir true Matter of Fat 2 Is it any 
thing elſe but what Zan, have printed and proclaimed your felf? What 
fayrmg in that ſame page, you Decline them, you teftify ._ 


elfe do you mean, by 


againſt whatever they may conclude by, Act, &c. Is not this a caſting off 


can ani 
oven Words, I am fatisfied to hear it. 


7 Remark pag 6. line 1. and downward, Von ſay, Till they bring in 
their own Principles and Practices, and yours alfo, and try them by the 
Law: and Teſtimony, Cc. they can never prove you to be Schiſmaticks or 
Separatiſts from the Kirk of Scotland. By the Practices of the Church, L - 
think you do mean the pen. and: Proceedings of the Church, elſe l know, - 

Now, Sir, The World and/yorrhive a full Account o 
hat done by the Church of Scotland in the Acts and Proceedings 
of their Aſſemblies; and if you can tind any of their Acts contrary to the 
word of God, I think yon ſhould be fo kind as to tell them what Portion: of 

Scripture any of their Acts ſtrike againſt. As for the Principles of the 


not your Meaning, Now, 


what hath been don 


Church of Scotland, you have them all clearty proven by Scripture in their 


Confeſſion of Faith, Catechiſm Larger and Shorter; and every Miniſter 
of this Church when he Adininiſtrates the Sacrament of Baptiſm, takes the 
Parent Engaged to train up the Child according to theſe. As for yo; 
Principles, I have already in my General Remark ( unto which Ereſer vo 

brought them to the Law and Feſtimony, and have not found them | 


according to theſe, and therefore there can be no Light in them; And ſo L 
think there is no. unjuſtice done yoa when youare branded With theſe 


» 


ithets, which you ſay, are ſo Odious to yt. 
IX. Remark, pag. 6. As to your Appeal to the firſt Free, Faithful and 


rightly Conftitute Aſſembly of this Church, I muſt be bold to tell you, 


the Miniſtry ?' I know not indeed what other Senſe to put upon it; if you 
ithout a manifeſt Contradiction put a more favourable Senſe on your 


(peak. - 
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there were never more free and better Conſtitute Aſſemblies than we have; 
And as to their Faithfulaeſs, I am confident the Aſſemblies of the Church 


of Scotland have God's Approbation in the Main, and her Defects can never 
be a Ground of Separation, and ſo needs not value your Approbation: But 
were they never ſo Faithful, and tho” they ſhould make the moſt faithful 


Acts, yet you have already proteſted, that they ſhall not be interpreted as 


binding upon you. | 45 
As to your Poſtſcript, which was not ſent to the Commiſſion with your 
written Declinature, and therefqre ought not to be called a Poſtfcript, but 


rather a new Paper containing Additional Unchriftian Defamatiops of the 
Miniſters of the Goſpel, and a Libel againſt the Church and Commiſſion of 


the General Afſembly: What [ have ſaid already, if duly pondered, may 
ſuffice to Anſwer all that is ſaid in it; Only as to the Brethren who are 


amuſed to hear that the Commiſiton Threatens them with the higheſt 


Church Cenſure, while in the mean time they have declared them to be 
none of their Communion: It ſeems they have not muſed upon the —_ 
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